Bahrain
Explorers Class - February 2018
Chinese New Year.
In our class we have been celebrating Chinese New Year
over the last few weeks. We have had a lot of support from our
families with these celebrations, giving us books from China and
decorations. As a class we made our big dragon that is hanging
from our roof, Chinese lanterns and fans. The children have
been enjoying being creative in new
ways and using their creative minds in
a collective way.
For our final celebration, the Explorers class made noodles together. The
children were very excited to work together to create the meal for
everyone. The children all took turns to put their noodles into the pot,
mix it up and serve themselves their meal. What a fun day!
Unit of Inquiry.
Our unit of inquiry this term is ‘How the World Works”. We have been inquiring into the difference
between playdough and clay. We discovered that playdough is easily mouldable, water makes it too
sticky and it comes in many colours. Clay is hard, it comes from the earth, we need water to mould
it and we need to use our muscles to shape it.
The children began extending their own learning by
‘cooking’ with the dough and clay with their imagination.
They have been making cakes and vegetables as they
have learnt how to mould the dough. To extend the
classes learning
further, we have
begun cooking
real food as a
class. We have
made many
things including avocado on toast, popcorn and pancakes.
Cooking as a class is teaching our students how to take
responsibility, how to work in a team and how to extend
their independence. We are learning about healthy eating
and looking after our bodies.
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This is important to our class because this knowledge is something we will carry with us
throughout our lives. The children are really enjoying preparing food, cooking and having an active
role in their learning.

Teachers: Carmen, Teaching Assistants Grizzle, Carina.
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The Creators Class February 2018
We had a great sports day the first of many at Eton House. It was a beautiful day with a close
community feel. There were many activities and the Creators thoroughly enjoyed their day. We are
doing Physical activities twice per week on a Sunday and Thursday and the children are developing
their jumping skills using hoops.
During February the children worked on many activities for The Chinese New Year
Celebrations. They created dragons with their hands and lanterns. The children also
painted the Chinese flags and they were able to follow the stars ‘big and small’. Thank
you to my parents who came along to see the children explore the Chinese materials, it
was ended by the children eating Chinese rice which was a fun day.

We are working on our unit of inquiry on Folk Tales and ‘How We Express Ourselves’. The children
have thoroughly enjoyed our story the Gingerbread Man. We are just beginning Goldilocks and the
Three Bears. We will be focusing on the sequence of the story and vocabulary such as ‘hard and
soft ’and teaching size and comparisons.
In Literacy the children are developing their colouring skills and enhancing their tracing skills of
vertical and horizontal lines. They are developing their letter sounds and picture recognition
associated with the letters.
In Math’s the children have been learning about sequencing of numbers and numbers before and
after. They are also working on counting collections using various objects. Also comparing lengths
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and size of objects big and small. The children are developing the formation of numbers through
various Art work.
The children thoroughly enjoyed a visit from a local farmer who bought along two baby goats to our
school.

Now the weather is warming up please do remember the children’s hats for outdoors.

Teacher: Kay King
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The Thinkers Class
February 2018
Our investigation into the properties of different materials and their
uses has been further expanded by our field trips to the pottery area
of Al Ali, a local building site and the animals. The children better
understand the advantages and disadvantages of each material and
can identify them when they see them in our environment. They are
also expanding their descriptive vocabulary in how they identify and
classify different materials, for example dull, metallic, rippled,
opaque and insulator.
This work on materials has been incorporated into our literacy work.
We have created safety lists for our trips, written and drawn
recounts of our experience and watched videos showing simple
scientific tests to determine the best mug for drinking hot chocolate. In addition, we have recorded
questions to ask on our visit to the building site.
I am so thrilled by your children’s progress and enthusiasm for
reading. They are making splendid progress and work as a reading
community, supporting each other and demonstrating to their peers,
different strategies to help them. I have also begun reading longer
chapter books to them each day to develop listening stamina and to
see the signals the author uses that help us predict what characters
are doing and the plot of the story. They enjoy predicting what will
happen and making connections to their own lives, other books or to
the world.
The focus in our writing is supporting the children to use as many strategies as possible in their
attempts to record their thoughts. This includes stretching the sounds, learning high frequency
words, using the words around the room or asking a friend.
We continue to work on correct letter formation, sizing and spacing.
In our math we have worked on using the ten frames to record combinations to 10, ways to record
numbers in pictures, words, tallies and numbers, measuring time to the half hour and record it,
counting by 5 and 10 to 100 and by 2 to 20. We continue to incorporate measuring into daily
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routines and have worked on length, capacity, time and weight. They enjoy marking their individual
calendars and recording significant events in them. They are very interested in February having
fewer days than the others.
Ashley and Andrea have been able to share their Chinese New Year experiences with us and all the
class have become expert at the story of Nian, the ancient monster who came to terrorise the
people in the New Year and was scared off by loud noises of drums, fire-crackers and the colour
red.
The children have been fascinated by some of the traditions of New Year including buying new
clothes, having a haircut, giving red envelopes, eating dumplings, letting off fireworks, lighting of
lanterns and the lion and dragon dance. They have created many crafts to extend their learning.

Teacher: Lynn
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